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A Grand Joke.

We congratulate the Washington
¢ gl-pondem of the New York Times
"+ on enriching his paper and brightening
. the August dulness with this delight-
.+ ful and Lewis Carrollian, if a bit too
preposterous, joke:
" There is more than an even chance at present
o Ahat SzTe Low will be the next Ambassador to
. Fagana
. The Brooklyn Blundgrbore ‘in di-
. plomacy! The enraptured eye sees an
elephant on the tight rope, DOGBERRY
. " as Police Commissioner, Mrs. MALA-
.+ ProP professor of English at Morning-
L gide, MALVOLIO walking cross gartered,
. Mr. PECKSNIFF lecturing on “Sincerity "
.. at Chautauqua—a hundred happy
" shapes, all bearing some resemblance
. to that gracious, that kindling, that be-
foved altruist, so tactful, so sympa-
* thetic, so*glad a hand, a mind and
h as clear as mud!

A fine if bitter joke on Dr. CHARLES
WirLriam Evior, on the American peo-
ple, and bitterest of all, on our British
brethren.

The Decision in the Thaw Case.

The habeas corpus proceedings in be-

. half of HARRY K. THAW which have been

. pending for several weeks before the

' Hon. [8AA0 N. MILLS, one of the Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court in the Ninth
Judicial district, were terminated yves-
terday by a decision denying the appli-

+ cation fur the release of the petitioner
and remanding him to the State Asylum
for the Criminal Insane at Matteawan.

Section 454 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure of this State provides as
follows:

* When the defence Is insasity of the defendant
the jury must be Instructed, If they acquit him
on that ground, to state the fact with their ver-
diet, The Court must, therefore, if the defendant
be in custody, and they deem his discharge dan.
gerous to the public peace or safety, order him
10 be committed to the State lunatic asylum unti)
hea becomes sane.”

“Upon his trial for the murder of STAN-
PORD WHITE, THAW was acquitted on
the ground of insanity and was com-
mitted to the State lunatic asylum under
the provisions of this section. As he
~ ‘was entitled to do under the law,' he
sued out a writ of habeas corpus and
asked to be released from custody in
the asylum on the ground that he was
no longer insane, but was now of sound
mind. Theasylum authorities, contend-
ing that he was insane, resisted the ap-
plication. The issue presented by their
denial of the allegation in the petition
- was a question of fact pure and simple;
that is to say, the Judge was called upon
to determine whether or not @ peti-
tioner had become sane. Ther® was
an effort on the part of his counsel to
introduce a question of law into the
proceeding. They contended that inas-
much as THAW could not lawfully have
been tried unless he was sane at the time
of the trial it was beyond the constitu-
tional power of the Legislature to direct
his imprisonment as an insane person
after the verdict merely because a jury
had found him to be such at the time
of the homicide. Justice MILLs, how-
ever, very promptly refused to pass
upon this question of law, inasmuch as
it had already been decided adversely
to THAW by the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court in Brooklyn.

After a most patient hearing, in which
every opportunity has been afforded" to
the petitioner to make out his case, Jus-
tice MiLL8 has reached the conclusion
that he is still afflicted with the same
form of mental deran ent which
seems to have controlled ‘his actions on
the evening when he shot STANFORD
WHITE. This species of insanity ise
known to alienists as paranocia. It is
defined by high medical authority as
“a form of mental disease characterized
by logical or systematized delusions of
persecution and self-exaltation without
excitement of emotion or idea or im-
pairment of memory.” The malady
may be hereditary or non-hereditary.
It is apt-to begin with delusions of per-
secution, and these are usually followed
by extraordinary ideas of self-impor-
tance; but persons suffering from par-
anoia often manifest remarkable rea-
soning powers and excellent memory.
To the lay observer as a rule they appear
to be normal and sane except upon a
few points.

A notable murder case in which
paranoia played a prominent part was
that of MARY ANDERSON'S mad lover,
which was tried in Brooklyn twelve or
fifteen yearsago. The defendant, whose
name was JAMES M. DOUGHERTY, shot
and killed a physician in the Flatbush
Lunatic Asylum, where he had pre-
viously been confined as a patient under
a certificate approved by Judge ABra-
HAM R. LAWRENCE in this city. Dovea-
ErTY had received mo notice of the
application for this certificate; and he
regarded it as a judicial outrage that

%

without any previous opportunity to be
heard. Why this notion should have
led him to return to the asylum and kill
one of the doctors there was not appar-
ent. He declared on the witness stand,
however, that it was his intention to
kill every one who had been in any way
concerned with his imprisonment, and
80 he began with the innocent physician
who was his victim.

At the beginning of the trial of DoucH-
ERTY it was suggested to the Court that
his mental condition was such that he
could not understand the proceedings.
Judge WILLARD BARTLETT, who pre-
sided, thereupon appointed a com-
mission of physicians to inquire into
the sanity of the defendant; and they
reported that although they believed
him to be suffering from paranoia he
was nevertheless fully able to appre-
ciate what was going on. The trial pro-
ceeded, and the jury, rejecting the de-
fence of insanity, found the prisoner
guilty of murder in the second degree.
In order to do this it was only necessary
that they should believe him intelligent
enough to understand the nature and
consequence of his homicidal act and
that it was wrong. After the verdiot
and sentence, however, a further medi-
cal examination of the prisoner was made
and it was determined that he was still
unquestionably aficted with paranoia,
and he was transferred from the State
prison to which he had been sentenced
for life to the Asylum for the Criminal
Insane in Matteawan.

Here was a case in which the jury
was undoubtedly right in deciding that
the accused person was intelligent
enough to be liable for the consequences
of his acts and yet in which he was mad
enough to be an exceedingly dangerous
person to allow to go at large. The
late Dr. LANDON CARTER GRAY, a dis-
tinguished neurologist, in his work on
nervous and mental diseases gives the
following account of a conversation
with DovGHERTY after the homicide:

“ He sald be was very reluctant to kil Dr.
L1oYD, because he knew that the latter was a
young man whom his parents had educated at
considerable sacrifice, and because he was the
only son: but be steeled his beart to the deed by
reflecting upon the necessity of the revolution
which he was thus to Inaugurate. He also said
that be had at first intended to shoot the cook of
the Institution, but second thought convinced
him that people might thisk there was an element
of spite In this which would detract from the
moral effect of the deed. | remarked at this
polnt that | thought myself that it would have
been rather a small affair to kill the cook, where-
upon be guickly rejoined, with a chuckie: * Oh,
If you bad eaten the food that that d—d scoun-
drel cooked, you would have wanted to kill him,
100! * and laughed heartily, Nothing could im-
press upoushim the enormity of his deed or of the
plan that he had (n mind.”

We trust that this decision in the

Thaw case will put an end to the foolish

talk which has been current about there

being one law for the rich and another

law for the poor in this country. Inci-

dentally, the result is a professional |
triumph for District Attorney JEROME,

who, we believe, has always been of the

opinion that THAW was insane.

Bad Way to Build Good Roads.

Four newspapers,in New York, Wash-
ington, Richmond and Atlanta, have for
some months been screaming themselves
black in the face over a good roads
movement throughout the South, with
special reference to a highway from New
York to Atlanta for automobiles. They
have been sending out devil wagons in
all directions, and their columns have
been largely surrendered to long and
enthusiastic accounts of the more or
less impracticable roadways and the
alleged ecstasies of the natives over the
prospect of an early betterment. Every-
where the “special commissioners” or
“stafl correspondents,” or whatever the
newspapers please to call their respec-
tive Wandering Willies, have been re-
ceived by country Mayors, leading
tradesmen, and so on. Farmers have
“spelled” their teams and looked over
fences and cheered on general princi-
ples. At last the readers of the news-
papers in question know what the resi-
dents of the various sections in question
have known all the time, that South-
em roads are not as a rule adapted
to tourist automobiles from the North,
and the hullabaloo is gradually simmer-
ing down.

Meanwhile a vast froth and scum has
been brought to the surface along the
lines that have been explored. “lLead-
ing citizens” are writing to the four
newspapers to say that they are heart
and soul for good roads, and village
officials are slowly settling up for the
fried chicken and buttermilk that have
been consumed in the excitement. ILet-
ters come from Huckleberry Bend, Hog
Wallow, Squirrel Ford, &c., to say that
the writers are tremendously worked
up over good roads and ready to stand
by and see them constructed at any cost
to somebody else. With one voice they
bid the road builders godspeed, and then
get back to their corn pone and vellow
legged chicken with a sense of having
acted very handsomely and liberally
toward a projected improvement in
their neighborhood. Nothing could: be
more encouraging than the public senti-
ment that has been worked up over the
feasts of watermelon and near beer that
have blossomed along the routes pur-
sued by these ardent pioneérs. Every-
body in the district is ready for good
roads. Everybody is waiting for the
good work to begin.

Now that the junketing and the jubi-
lation are over, however, who is going
to build the roads? There has been a
whole flood of talk and an air full of
interchanging compliment and loving
gestioulation, but what individual or
what community in the Southis going
down into the pooket to inaugurate the
much lauded enterprise? In nearly all
Southern neighborhoods the roads are
very bad for automobiles, bad even fou
the local traffic, not one-half as good as
they ought to be, anyhow; but every-
where they are as the people desire or
deserve. If the roads around Charlotte
and Staunton or around Leesburg and
Winchester are comparatively excellent
it is because the taxpayers of those
vicinities will have them so and see their
profit in it. If they are bad elsewhere it
is because the property holders do not
e any money in making them better.

man all along the line from New York
to Jacksonville, via Atlanta, agree upon
a ocontinuous scheme for a luxurious
highway and pour out their dollars for
its construction? If the thing is not
done in this fashion, how is it to be
done and who is going to do it?

Because a corporal’s guard of vagrant
reporters go bustling about the South
dilating on the advantages to somebody
of a first class highway to the far South,
are the JoskINSES of Virginia, the Caro-
linas, Georgia and Florida to turn out
and pave the way for joy riders from
unknown lands? It seems to us, on
the contrary, that the more these flying
prophets talk about the automobiles to
come the more the JosSkINSES will keep
their pockets buttoned and let the auto-
mobiles and their various occupants
stay at home,

The Bolivia-Peru Boundary.

In its issue of July 9 El Diario of Lima,
one of the leading Peruvian dailies,
publishes a map of the region in dispute
between Bolivia and Peru. By the use
of this map it is possible to trace the
boundary of the disputed area and to
understand the decision of the Argen-
tine arbitrators. The northern border
is a straight east and west line of some
850 miles in length lying between the
sixth and seventh parallels of south lati-
tude. The eastern and western borders
are irregular in outline and generally
convergent until they reach an irregu-
lar southern boundary bhetween the
twelfth and fourteenth parallels. The
eastern border marks the limit of the
claims of Peru and the western border
marks the claim of Bolivia.

In extent the tract embraces approx-

imately 300,000 square miles, for which
a practical comparison may be found in
the 206,000 square miles of the State of
Texas, The decision, of the arbitrator
suggests the judgment of SOLOMON in
the case of the womeén with their rival
claims for the child. He cuta the terri-
tory into equal parts and gives a half
to Bolivia and & half to Peru. In earlier
litigation careful attention hds been
given to actnal and imaginary geograph-
ical lined, to the assumed or known bor-
ders of political divisions, to watersheds
and to river courses, Probably in de-
gpair of reaching a reasonable or satis-
factory decision along conventional
lines President ALCORTA appears to
have taken an outline map of the area
and to have.drawn thereon a north and
south line along the sixty-ninth degree
of west longitude, thereby splitting the
area into approximately equal parts.
The eastern half goes to Bolivia and the
western half to Peru. To those who
have nothing to gain or to lose the
decision seems eminently fair,
Peru seems disposed to accept the
decigion. It is quite probable that if
left to themselves the Bolivians would
shortly settle down to a similar accept-
ance. . Brazil is a party at interest
inasmuch as a few vears ago that coun-
try bought from Bolivia a considerable
area which is now included in the award
to Peru, thus raising a new boundary
issue between Peru and Brazil. The
Brazilians, however, bought and paid
with their eyes open. A decree pub-
lished at Petropolis in April, 1904, spe-
cifically declares Brazil's assumption of
responsibility for any issue that may
arise regarding the transferred area.
The country generally suspected of ex-
citing Bolivian resentment and protest
is Chile, to whom the partition of Bolivia
would not be an unwelcome result of
war between Bolivia and Peru. To out-
ward appearance Chile would stand as
the friend ef Bolivia, but Chile is rather
more than suspected of a choice collec-
tion of ulterior motives involving the
partition of Bolivia and if possible the
acquisition of a slice of southern Pern
to a little north of Arequipa.

The situation at present is decidedly
acute, and if war follows it may easily
become a very serious affair involving
to some extent most of the nations of
South America.

In the Chicago Song Yards.

To those who have not known and
loved Chicago as long as we have, she
may appear dazzled by material enjoy-
ments and hopes, false to that once
proud inheritance of literary glory
whereof Indianapolis may seem to have
robbed her. The old fire is always
smouldering under the ashes; and even
during the long midsummer silence of
the Hon. BATH HOUSE JOHN, her laure-
ate, her authors are at work, quietly,
too great for haste, too high for gjvalry,
It is too bad that SWINBURNE is not
alive to read the better than Whitman-
ian song, which he asked for so many
years ago before he “soured on” the
good gray poet. “Send but a song
over sea for us, Heart of their hearts
who are free.” Well, in the necessary
absence of WALT, the Hon. Hupgry F.
MILLER, assistant general manager of
the Chicago Association of Commerce,
utters without effor® a hymn which he
of Camden never surpassed. The sube
ject—there is no other in Cook county--
is the virtues and charms of Chicago:

“ Oh, you lake breeze!

“Oh, you falling mercury!

“ Oh, you corking summer weather!

“ Ob, you Chicago spirit! Nom-alcobolle, but
intoxicating.

* Oh, you rallroad vortex!

“ Oh, you baseball centre!

* Oh, you Chicago schools and colleges!

“ Oh, you big blue lake!

“ Oh, you progressive Impulse!”

We don’t envy, but we wonder. When
will, let us say, the Chamber of Com-
merce of this town rise to strains like
these? Mr. ROCKEFELLER'S founda-
tion takes up the exultant cry:

* Chica-go, Chica-go
Chlca-go—go!
Oh, you Chiea, oh, you Chica,
Oh, you Chica-go!”

Not with such patriotic “yells” do the
pupils of the effete universities of the
exhausted East rend the ears of their
fellow citizens and the policeman's
sleep. And still there are and will be
ever in Chicago, as Mr. AUSTIN DoBsON
sings, “more poets yet.” An old loved
voico we seem to hear. Yes, the Hon.
INCREASE ELIAKIM BANBORN, the Chi-
cago Tribune's mouth of gold, strikes
the strings with Apollinean plectrum:

" The three Nngersd star risked iosing the othes

3

three by stabbing a hot shot from MCELVERN at
the openlag of the elghth. Séven swailers
mﬂd.m.fmnlnhrw The Dodg-
ers were somewhat shot to pleces.”

There is no vacation for the Chicago

Muse.

During the session of 1908 the Canadian
Parliament passed a law prohibiting the
sale or gift of cigarettes to boys of sixteen
years of age or under. Violation of the
law makes the offender liable to fine of from
$10 t0$100. Lads of that age having clga-
rettes or tobacco in their on In
public places are liable to penalty, and
are compelled, under penalty of contempt
of court for Mu-l.h‘l:.:ll where such

ons were ob g

po'l’h-l-.‘hw became effective on July 20,
1908. Botween that date and the close of
the Canadian fiscal year on March 81, 1909,
the sale of olgarettes declined appreciably.
The figures for the perfod directly in-
volved are not given, but the returns for
the full fiscal year show a decline in con-
sumption from approximately 400,000,000
cigarettes in 1008 to approximately
870,000,000 in 1900. The decrease iaattrib-
uted to the restriotion imposed on the
sale to boys. It is assumed that the law
was even more effective than is indicated
by the figures, on the ground that had
there been no such law the returns would
have showed an increase of about 10,000,-
000 instead of a decrease of about 30,000,000,
The general conclusion would be that
prior to the passage of the law Canadian
lads of sixteen years of age and under
were consumers of about 10 par cent.
of the Canadian total. It is a safe guess
that a few of them still get an occagjonal
whiff,

Only $5,000,000,000 for irrigation? This
beggarly mite is not the “ample funds”
for which the national irrigationista ask
in trumpet tones.

That palisade of hair trembles fatefully
like Birnam wood removing to Dunsi-
nane. There Is a ferocious glitter in those
steely eyes. The giant pody strains and
quivers, eager to leap upon the foe. A
hush of expectation, almost of fear, pos-
sesses the Chautauquas. The “roll of
dishonar® bulges mightily under the
statesman's frock coat. False Senators,
delegates of the “interests,” hazers of the
Badger Boanerges. shake in their shoes.
Capital cowers in its capitals. On,in the
name of the People and the hox office
receipts: .
“ Rubadub! Rubadub!

Bad men have gooseflesh, strong men sob;

Woe o corporations and trusts that rob!

Battle Bos is on the job!

He's going to drub the tariff and the ‘Rich

Mea's Club't”

On his forty-eighth birthday Mr. MoN-
Ta0U HOLBEIN tries to swim across the
English Channel after many failures. M.
BrLRr1OT, a Frenchman, flies across at
his first attempt in less than thirty min-
utes. We do not know which to admire
more, the élan of the Frenchman or the
phlegm of the Englishman, but there is
no doubt that M. BLERIOT had more fun.

A new flying machine is announced
every day. None will produce a greater
sensation than the “ornithopter” of Pro-
fessor H. L. TwiINTNU of the Los Angeles
Polyteehnic High School, if it works. It

| is described as a device with two twenty-

seven foot wings, with which by a system
of levers the professor flaps his way into
the air. He is confident of success, having
studied the problem of flying for twenty
years The objection to Professor Twi-
NING'S invention is that no man would
want to be his own motor.
————

A Propesal te Stock American Waters
with Siurgeon.

To ™ar Epitom or Tug Bvx-Sir: As
American Minister to Rumania, Servia and
Bulegaria, from which countries | have been
transferred to Nicaragua, | had oppor-
tunities to learn much about the walue,
habits and enyironment of the Danube
sturgeon and steriet. From the informa-
tion gathered I concluded that it would be
possible to introduce successfully those
two valuable fish in our Waters, and before
leaving Rumania | arranged with the ofti-
cials of that country to send to the United
States a large quantity of the eggs and fry
of both the sturgeon and sterlet. | am
glad to say that the United States Fish
Commission and the aware and Penn-
sylvania State commissions are greatly
interested in this subject and express their
faith in the success of my plan.

With systematie in uction of the
proper species of fish in our streams, rivers,
lakes and bays, a purification of the waters
and ample protection for the fish, it would
require only a few years to give every sec-
tion of our country an abundant supply of
fish. The Husso sturgeon, plentiful in
the Danube and Black Sea, attain in six
years a weight of over 2,000 pounds and
give over 400 pounds of the finest caviar,
worth in Bucharest over $2,500.

I am deeply interested in this subject,
and I doubt if there in anything I could do

‘in my diplomatic eapacity that in value or

importance to our couniry would compare
with the successful introduction inte our
American waters of the two most abundant
and valuable fish of the Old World,
HoraCk G. KNOWLES.
WasHINGTON, August 10,

The Man of Fifty.

To ™R EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: 1 used 1o
know a someWwhat ultra Bohemian who gave
hi It an | benefit at the expense of his
friends. He always had an excuse, the last be-
ing. as | remember, ihé need of & dross sult, The
“whip around” among his lptimates brought him
in enough to pay for the suit, but he spent she
money and hired his evenlng clothes as he needed
them. This reminlscence has been called up by
a story of & man sending out lnvitations W hoenor
of his Nftieth birthday.

8o many centenaries have been celebrated
Iately and so few men live 10 be & hundred that
I Imagive this genileman determined to take
time by the forelock. The ouly comment | heard
on this gratuitous celebration came from & friend
of his, who sald that, considering hie hadn't done
a single thing to benefit humanity, the man with
the birthday had lived forty nine years too long.
Why, therefore, countenance sich a travesty?
His friends and relatives, no doubt, will shower
presents on him until he smiles under the delusion
that he has done bis duty In reaching half o cen-
tury.

Now, & great many eilhers. myself iIncluded,
hope to celebrate their Hftleth birthday this year.
A few candid people have told me that they would
be only 0o happy to look after my funersl, so
I shall send them formal notice that | am not
dead yet. The only presants | shall receive from
them will be an Intemperate wake and an epl-
taph in Which nobody will bellieve, As the Mikado
says, "I sha'nt see them, but they'll be there il
the same.” But, apart from frivolous personal!-
Ues, is this century or half century business to be
impudently vulgarised, as every fashion it If
80, I'll be forty for the rest of my life,

New YOrRK, August 12, Harr A Hoxpamp,

Disappointed.

To THE EDITOR OF THE Sun-.§ir:
come down from the Adirondacks,
the scénery.
w date,

SARATOOA SPRINGS, August 11,

I have

1 did not like

old mountains are not up
G.Cw

—
To a Shanghal Rooster.

You certainly are a dandy, a buster!

1'd like your tall for a feather duster
You have scant brains In your head, | know,
But you surely can make & remarkable show,
And, Jiminy Christmas, hew you can erow

When I'm trying 10 sleep In the morning!

You rule the roost. You are high-cock-s-lorum!
And as for your wives, I've no doubt you adore ‘em;
You're red as & poppy and yellow as goid;
You'd eat falrly well if you were not so oid;
You know when it ratns, but that's all, | am told,
But Oh! bow you crow in the "

LT Sy
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Notwitfidtanding its strongly idealistic
bent, the nineteenth century may bid fair
for the title of the pragmatio epoch. Itis
not in the industrial fleld we need look,
nor in the political fleld; always prag-
matio are politicians; but in the lofty
regions of msthetics, where if the air is
too attenuated for the lungs of the com-
mon workaday world it issaid to be purer.
At no period were artists better paid for
their creations than in the century behind
us; we shan't say more honored, hecause
we recall the Renalssance and its worship
of great painters, poets and architeots.
Honors were ‘om upon m‘. mu.h
they werealwaysshy as to gold. We have
maintained before this the heresy that
a man of genius need not be poverty
:;rlokca ton-dwdop his gifts. Think of

© money t was spent by Eu
to hear Paganini and Liset. In m
days Paderewski has made nearly a
million dollars with the keyboard, and
here in America. What Richard Wagner
thought of the money question a glance at
his correspondence will reveal. Money,
money! was his cry to Liszt and other
friends. He got all he wanted after wait-
ing many years, but he got it during his
lifetime, and that must have given him
enormous satisfaction, for he believed an
artist should be tangibly rewarded before
his death.

A story not very famillar is told of
Karl Goldmark's first meeting with Wag-
ner at Vienna. The German composer
was in a vile humor over the way his
“Lohengrin® had heen condudted. He
abused the world for his poverty, and so
touched the sympathies of the young
Hungarian that he exclaimed: *But,
master, are you 'not satisfied with the
knowledge that your name will be im-
mortal?® Still angrier Wagner oried:
“Never speak to me thus. People con-
soled (herubini as he lay on his deathbed
with hopes of immortality. He moaned,
‘Immortality? . Please don't make any
bad jokes at such a moment.' " Wagner,
being & pragmatist, was not bothered by
eternity. He wanted hard cash, and it
was forthocoming.

The “New Moyen Age” style is not, as
some ladies have supposed, only for the
middle aged, but will suit girls of all years,
or at least seem to. Seeming Is every-
thing in the fantastic world of feminine
fachions,

The report of a recently performed
simian marriage has evoked the crackling
laughter of foolish persons. We see the
affair in another light. Whether it did
or did not ocour, many comments were
in bad taste. What the two unfortunate
monkeys thought of their silly tormentors
would furnish entertaining reading.

Some prophets are never satjsfled. Here
is H. (i, Wells belaboring his fellow coun-
trymen for playing so sorry a figure
in the race for airship honors. But he
predicted the failure of the English as
aerial navigators when he wrote that
thrilling little story *The Argonauts of
the Air.”

Nearly twenty years ago Professor
Finck told us of the passing of the blonde
in his “Romantic lLove and Personal
Beauty,” for which statement he was
reviicd by the man in the street and by
the purveyors of peroxide. Now comes
Dr. Charles E. Woodruff, surgeon of the
United States Army, who says the same
thing in the Medical Record of August 7,
and brings to his argument numerous
sustaining facts. It appears that the
blond man and woman are rapidly de-
generating. They fill our jails and hos-
pitals. The excess of sunshine in our
atmosphere is partioularly to blame for
this condition. Iet us not worry. The
thounsand and one lhir regenerators will
keep the blonde on the earthly scene long
after the real blonde has disappeared in
the mists of time,

An esteemed afternoon contemporary
gravely toyed with the proposition that
Jane Addams of Hull House, Chicago,
be nominated on the woman's ticket for
President of the United States. Why not
Emma Goldman? Or that cheerful and
veperable apostle of salubrity Lydia
Pinkham? There are periods of the year,
the dog days particularly, when a re-
reading of Schopenhauer’s famous unfair
essay “On Women” might prove an in-
tellectual tonio.

Pisistratus at the Goldea Gate.

To Tas Eorros oF THs Sun—Sir: Alas! | am
afrald “J. W.T.” is a sad dog! “Dressy” women
Beartiess, forsooth! And what may your une
mean by “dressy”!
Does he mean those falr damsels and stately

as she

tumes, while be is tolling away the summer In
order to provide his spouse with the wherewithal
to make a splurge.

If 1 am not too far away and am not 100 late,
cheer up, “J. W.T.” God bless the ladies, “dressy”
or undressy! So again, cheer up, “J. W. T..,” and
it you are still In the bole for those beautiful cos-
tumes | may belp you out 10 the extent of S
cents. PISISTRATUS PIrcariLLY.

SaN Francinco, Cal., August &,

Byron's Bride of Abydos.
From the London Globe. '

1t Is Just 100 years ago that Lord Byren arrived
In Greece, where he wrote that beautiful poem
*rhe Bride of Abydos” and that exquisive song
the “Maid of Athens,” which, says a Parls con-
temporary, every Eaglishman of culture knows
by heart,

Documents enable us 1o establish 1he true iden-
tity of the herolne of this last poom. She was one
of the three daughters of Mr. Black, English
Vice-Consul at Athens, at whosé house Byroa
for some thne lived. Afier the departure of the
poet Theresa Black married an archeologist, M.
¥ kis, whoso widow she Lecame severa! years
later. Her beauty, her charm, her eslegance,
conquered every heart, including Byros's. In
1873 the heroine of the poet was an old woman of
upright figure and still showing signs of her for-
mer beauty. With age had come poverty. The
Times, moved by her distress, opened at this
epoch a subseription In bher favor. She died n
1878,

Famous British Oak.

From the London Keening Standard.

In the village of Poistead (Suffolk) stands »

famous oak, which the rector has proved by re-

searches (o be 2,000 years old. [t has a girth of

thirty six feet, and has always been known as the

Gospel cak, as under it the first Christian mis-

sionaries preached 10 the heathen Sazons thirteen

centuries ago. Fach year this is commemorated
by & special service under the tree.

Grief in an Okiahoma Office.
From the Bartieswille Enterprige.

Shortly after going to press this afterncon the
first page shot from the bed and scatiered iteelf
over the office. Everyithing was pled but the
sidesticks, If you know what they are. In justice
0 the new fast perfecting press now in-
stalied the further explanation ls made that the
stuns was pulled off by the old press.

The Face of Fate.
The destiny that shapes our ends gave a hol-
low laugh.
“What's the use of my belng on the job with

the present colffures?” ig
L’ Heorewhth it reallsed e beiplossnens,

NOTES ON ART, LIGHT, BEAUTY?)

THE PRIMARY PANACEA.
——— e —————
The Story of & Demoralizing Strugxte in
Indiana —Other Sidelights.
From the Indianapolis News.

For weeks a campaign has been in progress
in which every one of these seventy-nine
men has been an active figure. Thousands
of dollars have been spent. One candidate
is sald to have spent $10,000, In some
districts three or four good men have been
nominated for Council, the hope being that
the vote will be so divided among them as
to make the triumph of the ring or gang
candidate certain. All the old electioneer-
Ing methods have been employed. The
interests are bélieved to have put up large
sums of money. “Workers,” and often
of the basest type, have been zealous and
active, There has been rather more than
the usual opportunity for trades, deals and
“double crossings.” We are all to-day
hoping that the best men offered may be
chosen; but the point is that even if they
are it will be only after a demoralizing
and corrupting struggle, and then the men
will average little if any higher than of
old, when we worked under the convention
aystem, We very much wish that some of
the friends of the new plan could have been
bere during the canvass that has just closed.
They might have learned much.

Ten Thousand Better.
From the Indlanapolis Siar.

“Mr. Bhank's victory Is a striking tribute
to hia personality.- It ie surprising in many
ways. In those sections of the city where
he was expected to show weakness a con-
fidence in himaelf was demonstrated that
must very seriously impress all who study
the returns.

What is the explanation of his strength
with all classes, and especially his surprising
strength among the educated and well to do?
His equipment for the offiee, in most re-
spects, was obviously inferior to Mr. Hard-
ing's. There are 10,000 men in Indianapolis
whom the discerning citizsen would prefer
to either Mr. Shank or Mr. Gauss for Mayor.
Why then was he chosen over Mr. Harding?

Minority Neminees.
From the Buffale News.

The difficulty is in finding out from the
primary process whom the people waut
for their officers. Notably, in Terre Haute
they say that two leading candidates re-
ceived together 4,100 votes out of 10,000
votes cast for Mayoralty candidates for
nomination. Republicans cast 5,800 votes
and Democrats cast 4,100. No candidate
received anything like & majority of votes
cast. Thea, out of 18,000 voters in the city
over 9,000 did not go to the polis. Thou-
sands of them declared that the party nomi-
nation being put In the fleld practically
disfranchised all others, making it so difi-
cult as to be practically impossible to over-
throw the organization deal.

The lofaimeus iaw.
From the Seattle Sunday Times.

Everybody familiar with political condi-
tions in this State knows that after the late
Governor Cosgrove was sworn into office
the duties thereof devolved upon the Lieu-
tenant-Governor—Marion E. Hay, a sucoess-
ful grocer from the little town of Wilbur,
lying just beyond the Cascade Mountains in
eastern Washington.

In view of the fact that Hay was not a
“first cholce” nominee, and therefore g
purely “accidental” candidate—because
men voted their “second cholce” after hav-
ing voted their “first cholce” with litthe refs
erence to the outcome, for no one imagined
for a moment that a second choice candidate
would succeed, even under the infamous
law which now exists in the State of Wash-
ington—his pompous airs are wholly out of
place.

It happened, however, that neither the
“first choice” of the people for Gavernor
nor the “first choice” for Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor was nominated, simply because other
men, including Hay, received a higher vote
of the “second choice” ballots.

We say that this law is “infamous” simply
because it deprives every citizen of the
State of Washington of his right of aelection
in placing candidates before the people-—
and it does this by compelling that citizen
to vote twice instead of once—and by so
doifis his second vote stultifies the first.

The Famiillar Fletion.

From the Utica Observer.
Would the proposed vlan of direct pri-
maries do away with this sort of corrupt
practice? Surely not, under the bill that
was introduced in the New York Legislature
last winter, where the whole thing was put
in the hands of committees, conventions
were wiped out of existence, and under
the fiction shat the pominations were here-
after to be made by the people the leaders
and bosses were given full power.

An Iiinots Warning.

From (he Ohicago Inter Ocean.
A New York legislative commiltee will
visit Illinois soon to ascertain how the direct
primary has worked in fhis State. They
will ind no compulsory direct primary in
Ilinols just now. Feor which relief, many
thanks.

But If the New Yorkers come with open
eyes anc ears and minds they will obtain
abundant information—snough and more
than enough to save New York from the
blunders of [llinols.

instead of increasing the interest and
influence of the average citizen in public
affairs, lessens one and cripples the other.
They will find that under the direct pri-
mary the idle electorate has visibly in-

oreased.

They will ind that so far from “smashing
the machine” and retiring the “"boss™ the
direct primary has enormously strength-
ened both. Witness the recent judicial
nominations for Cook county made by
three or four men in & private ofMce.

They will find here plenty of theorists
and immediate beneficiaries to tulk glit-
tering generalities for the direct primary.
They will not find one who will dare to
justify its concrete results.

Ilinois has seen—and felt —how the direct
primary works, and doesn’t care for any
more, thank you.

If the New Yorkers are willing to profit
by the painful experience of others they
will find here all they need.

Art Alone Hans Immortality.

To e BoiTor oF Taw Sun-—Sir: Mr. Morris
in his letter advocating the retention of Mr. Fren-
per's initlals on the new cent closes wirk o,
quotation:

“The coln outiasts the throne;
The bust, Tiberius,”

If It s probable that Mr. Brenner's fame
outiast Mr. Lincoin's and that the copper
will survive the republic, then by all
the inivals remain; and If needs be let
his telephone number to advertise his
But If it 1s true that Abraham Lincoln's fame Is
secure and that free government is likely to en-
dure, then let Mr. Brenner's advocates be content
with & due meed of prgise for & good job, well
done, and | suppose well pald for,

Mr. Morris also says: “We have grownm very
slowly Into the ascknowledgment of Intellectual
creation.” For the moment | am content 10 reg-
Ister an emphatic denial 10 this statement, and
merely add \hat as & psople we have been accused,

is

|
1

5
i

|

| and with justice, of balllug every parochial fav-

orite as & genlus. Eowin W. TwoMAs.

Naw Yomx, August 12,

The “Up te Date’ Friond.
From the Washingion Star,

ugm fimsy book
e urrent F——
s hot snd diction:
A 5 'y

: he knows

HOA "“.'“ L) ..lé' great—
My resentmen yearms
u‘;'o' e learns
I Baven's -
O'II?I? boreful bores
f‘ ek Ruttoring 18
nd or bad, 3

WAR GAME IN NEW ENG.
LAND,
More Soidiers, and Not More Coast Gans,
the Real Need of the Country,

To THR EDITOR OF TRE BUN—Sir; Waeer
Point is interested in the despatches trom the
theatre of the bloodless war in which oyr
Athens—may God, more batteries and the
Pindarian pleading of her poets save her'—
is menaced by an imaginary Oerman horde.
If the object of the war game is to prove
that the country needs more coast gune, '
we soldiers have been definitely deluded.
We supposed that we were to learn some.
thing not known before: we had even
oxpected Lo ascertain bow much of & mobije
force is required to defend and thus render
effoctive those (nert but numerous gunsfrom
Buzzards Bay to the summer capital, we
bad even slyly hoped for the paradoxical
verdiot that we already have more guns
than safety allows. Instead, it ssems, the
object is simply to foster the zeal and op.
courage the bellef of the people.by demon.
strating before their very eyes the Euclidian
military proposition, apparently already
accepted as such by all military men, exeept.
Ing a few professional soldiers, that
country’'s military need is more coast
teriés. From this proposition flows the im. ¥
portant military corollary that we are sy
from invasion only when it is im
for a foreign foe to find a foot of
undefended by a coast defence gun. y

We hope the country will not be furthe
deluded in this matter of coast d}u’
It has had expensive delusions h
and has postponed the day when we shall
have a sane, safe and economical militepy
polley. :

Herearea few exa @8 of such delusions:
First, that the proper defence of a h :
I to be achieved by guns mounted on boats'}
instead of on shore. Out of this fallgoy the
old monitors were evolved, much to the dis-
comfiture of the practical idea that a gum
on land is worth ten on water, and nega-
t4ving the theory of the desirability of sta. '
bility in gun foundations. But the savy |
profited in prominence and promotiog. 1
Secondly, that a fleet can eff ectively police
mn entire ocean; all questions of inability
to discover your enemy being eliminated
by fast scoutsand cruisers, the sole remain-
ing question was one of naval superierity,
Witness the seaboard hysteria of 158,
ingeniously allayed by a resourceful War
Department shipping an old Rodman gun
to one seacoast town and ite carriage te
another. Popular military opinion noet
only came to realize the need of seacoast
defence batteries, but during the last ten
years it has become 80 extreme that we can
now announce the third fallacy, which is
that our country is safe from invasion only
when no foot of seacoast, tidal bay or river
jles without the range of heavy batteries,
When a birdseye view of our coast line =
shall lock like a “thousand legs” and
ministure map of the United States iike a
pincushion, then and then only shall we be
safe, and—what is equally important—ne
artillery major shall exceed the Napoleonie
age of 28, . &
Some day when the harm has been done
the people will recognize their delusion and
learn that seacoast batteries are perfeotly
helpless against rear and flank attacks
that their presence in a harbor renders the
city immune from frontal naval attack
but does not give the least protection therste
from an army laoding, where the army
would always land, on the fanks or in the
rear; that, besides furnishing such loesl
protection their true function is as points
of support in'a line of the mobile army:; that
to fortify an entire coast line is absund,
expensive, and illogical in eavoring to
replace the activity of mobile Jorces by an |
enormous multiplication of inert masses:;
that without a sufficient mobile armv to
protect them from flank and rear attacks
and to prevent landings beyond their range
these costly hatteries are not only worth
less, they are a positive menace.

Safety through the multiplication of |
units of permanent coast defence batteries
has become a fetich with us, although such |
systems were long ago tried and a

by all nations that have a rational military
policy. In the opinion of military experts
we have not enough mobile army, regulars
and militia all told, to protect the batteries
and defend the coast line of a single Atlantie
harbor.

If this mancuvre demonstrates anything,
it will probably prove to the satisfaction
of the professional military mind that the
most imperative military need of the country
to-day is not more guns and more men 0
operate them, but more real soldiers to pro-
tect them. MoOBILE ARMY.
West PoiNT, August 11,
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Principal Artieles in Our Commeree.

Completed Burean of Statistics data of our
foreign commerce in the fiscal year just
closed show a marked advance in imports
of materials for manufacturing, a consider-
able advance in the im of
foodstuffs, but a falling off in the im|

tion of finished manufactures. On the e¥-
port side the falling off extends to all the »
great grou foodstulfs, raw material,
manufactures. The net result was an in-
crease as compared with 1008 flscal year of
$117,000,000 in imports and & decrease of
$196,000,000 in exports. In exports the prin
cipal comparisons are these:

They will find that the direct primary | Copper.

Mowers and reapers.
Furs and fur skins.. 7,700,000

The only important increases are:
Cotton cloths .. ...... FARIRF AN Zivhs ehes §7,000,000

I'lnudlu.llnn.'.. . :
In imports the principal comparisons

lll,u Q:'
SUBAP. .. .oooivrrnesrrinsne $50,00, A

- e 7,700,000 19,
Silk, raw. ... 63,700,000

Hides and skins ... 54,800,000

Rubber, erwle. ... ., 56,000,000

Fibres, manufsctured... ... 38,000,000




